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But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you 

and you shall be my witnesses..”Acts 1 v 8 
 

What does the ascension of Jesus mean to you?  
Probably most would reply that it means very little.  
It is not one of the major events universally 
celebrated by Christians yet when I was asked this 
question recently it set me thinking and concluding 
that it should be. 
  
It was essential that the disciples’ visible and 
physical contact with Jesus came to a definite end.  
For forty days he had given ‘convincing proofs that 
he was alive’ (Acts 1v3) but there was to be no 
continuing dependence on these particular 
manifestations.  What followed in his being taken 
into the clouds was a clear message that he was 
returning to heaven.  Having broken the bonds of 
death he had been still temporarily tied to the times 
and places of earth but that was about to change.  
John records (John 7v39) that the Holy Spirit had 
not yet come at that time because Jesus was not 
glorified i.e. ascended.  So as he went Jesus 
commanded them to wait, promising that in a few 
days the Holy Spirit would come to be with them 
always and everywhere.  And it did!  Furthermore 
he would enable them to be witnesses both in the 
sense of their own conviction and in their ability to 
share this with others. And they did! 
  
Those ascension promises are also for us but 
familiarity can cause us to lose a sense of how 
truly amazing all of this is and make us uninspired 
witnesses.  What do others learn of Christ’s risen 
power from our messages and lives?   What did 
the million of onlookers make of the Bishop of 
London’s reference to the great generosity of our 
loving God during his address at the royal 
marriage?  Likewise of the photograph of the 
cassock-clad verger doing cartwheels down the 
red carpet afterwards? These were life-inspiring 
testimonies, ‘tho not so the news of the verger later 
being disciplined for his actions!  Are we life-giving 
or life-limiting witnesses? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

As the disciples were gazing up into the clouds 
after Jesus disappeared from their sight they 
received another promise which was that he 
would return.  This message is often couched 
in terms of terror and destruction as I used to 
hear it proclaimed regularly by a preacher in 
Liverpool city centre.  ‘Repent, for the end is 
nigh!’ came from him as a threat rather than 
an invitation.  Perhaps as they heard the 
promise that he would come again the 
disciples remembered Jesus stories of the joy 
of those who are watching and waiting for that 
day, assured of his love and mercy. 
 
Ascensiontide is a significant link in this 
season of faith’s mystery and marvel.  It is one 
which invites us to gaze into heaven for 
inspiration on earth. I hope we shall all find in it 
new conviction and joy as witnesses of our 
risen, ascended and glorified Lord whose Holy 
Spirit is with us always and everywhere. 
 

Wishing you God’s rich blessings in your 
ministry, 

Lily 
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District Tutor – Rev Chris Foxon – 1/3  5 Lorne Street, Glasgow G51 1DP Tel: 0141 427 9744 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Methodists all across Scotland are called to 
journey in faith individually and collectively to 
explore God’s mission for us in the world. 

Congregations, preachers and worship 
leaders are invited to explore and celebrate 
Christian discipleship in worship on either 
Pentecost Sunday 

(June 12th) or Trinity Sunday (June 19th).   

Resources are being gathered together from 
people from all over the Scotland District and 
compiled into a unique Scottish Methodist 
Resource. These will then be sent out to all 
who will be involved in leading worship on the 
12th or l9th June in all of the churches in the 
Scotland District.  

Look out for these resources which will enable 
us to join together in worship in our various 
churches enabling us to pray and share 
together in what it means to be a Christian 
disciple  

Young Preachers on Facebook 

A thriving group on Facebook 
search 

www.myspace.com/youngpreachersnetwork 
A bi-monthly email goes out with sermon 
illustrations ideas, pearls of wisdom and 
encouraging stories. To join the mailing list email 
ylp@googlemail.com 

i 
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          METHODIST TARTAN 
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Tartan is a significant and powerful symbol of 
Scotland and how it binds the wearer to his/her 
history. The individual colours on a tartan might 
clash if worn together but they are blended in a 
tartan to express a hope and an identity.  Woven 
together in the body of Christ we express the same 
truth.   Discipleship Week gives us an opportunity 
of blending together the diverse gifts and strands 
from around the Scotland District  which woven 
together make up the body of Christ that we seek to  
express.   
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At this conference we looked at music in Christian 
worship with the help of the Rev Douglas Galbraith. 
Douglas is a minister in the Church of Scotland, with 
an extensive background in church music.    Much 
of the weekend was developed around a preview of 
the forthcoming new Methodist hymn book “Singing 
the Faith”. 

Our Saturday evening session was led by Christine 
Eldridge and Grahame Maule of the Wild Goose 
Worship Group from the Iona Community who led 
us in song, laughter and worship.  A great finish to a 
wonderful day! 

The Sunday began with Holy Communion at 8.00am 
in the chapel at Scottish churches House, which is 
traditionally led by our District Chair, the Rev Lily 
Twist.  During a moving and inspiring Communion 
Service Lily led us in reaffirming our call as Local 
Preachers and Worship Leaders.  

The weekend itself always concludes with everyone 
contributing to a final act of worship 

……………………………………………………. 

Local Preachers’ Weekend 2012 

Our speaker for this weekend will be Rev Dr Philip 
Meadows  who is Lecturer in Missionology and 
Weslyan Studies at Cliff College and Co-ordinator of 
the Inspire Project of the Methodist Church 

Phil is an encouraging and inspirational speaker and 
had a really positive impact on all who heard him at 
the launch of Holiness and Risk where he spoke on 
the DNA of Methodism and also at a recent 
Glasgow event when he shared about the Inspire 
Project.     

 

On the first weekend in February each year we 
have our annual LP & WL conference.  It runs 
from Saturday lunchtime until Sunday 
afternoon. 

This is the one time in the year when all those 
involved in leading worship and preaching the 
Gospel across the District can meet for 
fellowship.  It is open to all Ministers 
(Presbyteral and Diaconal), Local Preachers 
and Worship Leaders and you are welcome 
whether you are just starting out, or are an ‘old 
hand’!  

We usually have representation from all Circuits 
and it is a good opportunity to ‘compare notes’, 
pick up ideas and see how we may try different 
things. (Lyn Smalridge) 
�
WHY NOT PLAN TO COME ALONG IN 2012 
AND ENJOY THE EXPERIENCE  
OF SHAREING TOGETHER 
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  DISPLAY AT  LP WEEKEND 
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                 Meeting and Sharing Together 
 
The LP & WL Secretaries and Tutors  from 
across the District meet twice a year in the 
Spring and Autumn.  This is a useful forum 
for pooling and sharing ideas and providing 
a link between the Connexion and  the 
Circuits.   
 
At a meeting last October our new District 
Tutor, Rev Chris Foxon and our NLDO 
Helen Wareing facilitated a discussion 
around the Connexional review of Local 
Preacher and Worship Leaders’ training and 
continuing development.   
 
A further report from the Connexion is due 
early in 2011 and will be reviewed at our 
next meeting in the Autumn.   
 
................................................................... 
 

 
          
            Death of Richard Kendall  
 
In our Newsletter last year we shared in the 
celebration of Richard who was presented 
with a 70 Year Long Service Certificate.  It is 
with sadness that we report that Richard 
died in February of this year aged 94. 
A Service was held on 8th February and  
Rev Derek Bibb and Rev Seija Wallace 
representing  the Glasgow Circuit joined 
with friends and family to remember with 
thanksgiving the life of Richard, his great 
faith and his wonderful service to the 
Methodist Church  
 

Week by week LP & WLs plan, prepare and 
lead worship in the Methodist fellowships 
across the District, and we are aware of the 
great responsibility and privilege we enjoy. 
 
The Spirit of Jesus speaks through the 
community of Jesus as we gather together 
He has called us to serve one another to 
love one another and to share what we 
have with one another.  As we do this we 
are the body of Christ and he is in the midst 
of us. 
 
Let us support one another in the work and 
the witness that our Lord has called us.   

HERE. 
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 Because you have a past 

You can’t go back but he can.  The Bible 
says that Jesus is the same yesterday, 
today and forever (Heb. 13 v 8).  He can 
walk into those places in the past of sin and 
failure and wipe the slate clean and give 
you a new beginning. 

 Because you need a friend 

Jesus knows everything about you yet he 
still loves you.  Why? Because he sees you 
not as you are but as you will become 
through him. 

 Because he holds the future. 

Who else are you going to trust? In his 
hands you are safe and secure today, 
tomorrow and always. 

“For I know the plans I have for you, plans 
for good and not for evil , to give you hope 
and a future (Jeremiah 29 11 – 13)  

 
 
 


